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• COMMITMENT to quality health
services as a social imperative was
at the center of discussions during
the 1st National Conference of the
Health Care Workers’ Union, where
the closing remarks were made 
by José Ramón Machado Ventura,
second secretary of the Party's
Central Committee and a vice
president of the Councils of State
and Ministers.

The Party leader praised the
quality of the event, which for two
days addressed core issues, inclu-
ding the ongoing improvements to
the Cuban public health system.

He also highlighted the organ-
ization and preparation of the dele-
gates and insisted on the impor-
tance of establishing discussion
processes at the grassroots to com-
plement this work and provide con-
tinuity to the agreements reached.

More than 350 delegates and
some 100 guests who gathered at
Havana's International Conference
Center June 9-10, also addressed
repairs and maintenance currently
underway at the country's health-
care facilities, efforts to improve eff-
iciency, socialist incentives, and the
trade union's functioning.

Ulises Guilarte de Nacimiento,
member of the Party Political
Bureau and secretary general of 
the Cuban Workers' Federation,
(CTC), described as combative the
commitment expressed throughout
the productive meeting, during
which debate focused on finding
solutions to problems. He likewise
praised union members' sense of
ownership and the strength of

proposals made by delegates on
organizational and management
issues, recognizing that a lack of
efficiency continued to limit the
sector's performance this past year. 

Granma International spoke with
several delegates from the central
province of Sancti Spíritus. After 
the meeting, pharmacist Daisy
Torres Ramírez emphasized the
importance of creating opportunities
for discussion within local units to
follow up on agreements reached 
at the Conference.

She added, "Our sector is

immersed in a process of needed
change, on the material level, with
palpable results in the improvement
of working conditions and assis-
tance provided in hospitals, poly-
clinics, and neighborhood family
doctors' offices. This therefore calls
for a greater commitment by work-
ers to medical attention for the
population."

Her colleague María Elena
González Rodríguez works in the
Faustino Pérez Provincial Reha-
bilitation Hospital, where the staff is
known for its active union. She

shared her positive experience
during the Conference's work com-
missions, for the benefit of other
workers in similar institutions.

González referred to the local
assembly process held prior to the
Conference, to address the major
issues among all staff members,
saying, "We discussed the appro-
priate use of resources which the
state makes available, to avoid
waste and poor medical practices.
We proposed efficient internal
control to prevent the misappro-
priation of these resources, neces-
sary for our work."

For her part, Eliza Montano Rivero
noted the provision of resources to
individual workers, among the 29
measures recently adopted by the
Ministry of Public Health, and sup-
ported by the Council of Ministers,
and the Party Political Bureau.

"In Sancti Spíritus," she added," 
all doctors received their laptops.
The most recognized professors in
our hospitals were given new cars.
Emergency staff break rooms were
equipped with appliances like re-
frigerators, microwave ovens to
cook food, and flat screen television
sets, to make rest periods on work
days more comfortable."

She also noted the awarding of
motivating distinctions like the CTC
75th Anniversary Seal to pedia-
trician Dr. Ernestina Ramírez, who
has devoted herself to infant neph-
rology for more than 40 years,
concluding, "Many resources are
allocated by the Ministry of Public
Health to ensure that our workers
feel well-treated, which translates
into better quality service for the
population."

Evelio Estrada Vega, from the
eastern province of Granma, ex-
pressed a similar opinion, empha-
sizing that workers there partici-
pated in the pre-Conference as-
semblies and discussed the union's
role in political-ideological educa-
tion, needed to develop conscious-
ness about the care of public
property, which the state makes
available to all.

Another topic of discussion,
Estrada Vega reported, was the
innovators' movement, which in-
volves talented individuals with a
knack for solving technical prob-
lems and fabricating spare parts,
often in short supply, to keep
advanced technology equipment in
working order.

Sara Dalma González, also from
Granma, explained that this move-
ment is composed largely of young
people, who are given special at-
tention to attract them to the field,
and keep them.

Across the country, the pre-
Conference discussion process
included 160 municipal assemblies,
and 15 provincial ones. Members 
of the trade union made 817
proposals, the majority of which
have been addressed, since they
were within the organization's
means. Only 11 are awaiting reso-
lution on the national level.

All the interviewees agreed on 
the importance of defending our
socialist society and its accom-
plishments, while identifying love
and affection as basic premises 
for health care workers, reflecting
the humanism and altruism so
necessary to a Revolution like
Cuba's. •
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From left to right: Daisy Torres Ramírez, María Elena González Rodríguez and Eliza Montano Rivero,
Sancti Spíritus delegates to the Conference, who highlighted the resources distributed by the state
to health sector workers.

EEvelio Estrada Vega and Sara Dalma González, from Granma province, emphasized the sense of
belonging, humanism and altruism that characterize health sector workers. 

Dr. Santiago Badía (right), Secretary General of the Health Care Workers’ Union
presents a distinction to José Ramón Machado Ventura, second secretary of the
Communist Party of Cuba Central Committee, and a vice president of the Councils
of State and Ministers. 
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