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• TURKEY is often depicted as an
economic power hidden behind the
Bosporus, waiting for the moment
when it can join the European Union
(EU) and make the leap toward
“Western modernity.” However, the
country’s current reality is more
complicated than before. 

Situated in a rather unique location,
the bi-continental country is the
gateway between the Middle East,
destabilized through internal conflicts
and external threats, and a West in
crisis. 

Turkey itself is experiencing an
equally complicated situation. An
attempted coup took place in June 
of last year, while the country has 
also suffered several terrorist attacks,
leaving hundreds dead and injured. 

The Grand National Assembly of
Turkey (parliament) recently author-
ized the deployment of troops to one
of the country’s military bases in
Qatar, as well as military operations in
Syria and Iraq, while relations with

Iran, Saudi Arabia and Russia remain
tense. 

Given this situation, the Communist
Party of Turkey, despite lacking any

great political influence, is fighting for
the inclusion and civil and political
rights of the country’s most vulnerable
sectors. 

“Despite not being a necessarily
large force, the Turkish left has a
fundamental characteristic, we are
tough fighters, whose ideology and
political stance is difficult to change,”
stated Kemel Okuyan, first secretary
of the Communist Party of Turkey
(TKP), speaking to Granma during an
official visit to the island. 

The TKP was founded in 1920, but
operated clandestinely until 2001 
when it was finally legalized. “After the
fall of the socialist camp the Party
entered into a phase of self-assess-
ment, which is why we can now say 
it’s a renewed force,” stated Okuyan.

“Our Party is relatively unknown
given the country’s reality,” he noted. 

Okuyan explained that Turkey is a
majority Muslim country, where a
party must secure at least 10% of
votes to be represented in Parliament,
and where no one is willing to take 
the risk and vote for a small party. 

“Our Party is against Turkey joining
the EU and the Recep Tayyip Erdogan
government, but we do believe in
national unity and the need to come
together now more than ever in order
to tackle the particularities of the
region in which we live,” he noted. 

Okuyan explained that the position
defended by the TKP is to organize
the working class as the only way to
resolve Turkey’s internal conflicts,
many of which stem from the tense
regional situation. 

He noted that the main aim of his
visit to Cuba was to learn more about
the changes underway to the island’s
socio-economic model. 

“Relations between the TKP and
Communist Party of Cuba have never
been pure protocol, we have always
maintained a sincere and frank ex-
change,” he stated. 

“For all communists worldwide 
Cuba is a beacon guiding us toward
the future. The struggle of commun-
ists is a class struggle but also a
struggle for human values,” Okuyan
concluded. •

Interview with First Secretary of the Communist Party of Turkey (TKP), Kemel Okuyan,
leader of the country’s Cuba Solidarity Movement 

We communists struggle 
for human values
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The Frank País International Orthopedic Scientific Complex is the world's largest and most
complete medical complex dedicated to orthopedic, traumatological and reconstructive

surgery, and the rehabilitation of bone, muscle, nerve, 
And joint systems.

The complex offers treatment of spinal cord diseases; herniated discs; traumatic, congenital
or acquired spinal paralysis; peripheral nerve paralysis; bone and soft 

tissue tumors; fractures and their aftermath; pseudoarthritis; bone and joint 
infections; and congenital and acquired limb deformities. 

In addition, the complex performs reconstructive surgery of foot and hand lesions; partial or
total bone and joint grafts; prosthetic joint replacement; microsurgery; arthroscopy; bone

lengthening to remedy congenital or acquired conditions, 
shortness and dwarfism; revascularization surgery; and grafts in the case of spinal 

cord lesions and joint necrosis.
Special services are also offered in external fixator techniques and for sports lesions 

and trauma.
The complex includes the ORTOFORZA Physical Health and Sports Center, devoted 

to the promotion, recovery and maintenance of physical health through medical 
care, rehabilitation and sports in a comfortable facility with doctor's offices, a well-equipped

gymnasium, squash and paddleball courts, swimming pool, mini-golf 
course, running track, as well as restaurant, coffee shop and other services.

Also included in the complex are the Ibero-American School of Orthopedics and
Traumatology and the ORTOP Events Center, devoted, respectively, to the 

organization of courses and assistantships, and hosting of professional congresses 
and meetings. For such events, well-equipped meeting rooms and skilled technical 

staff are available.
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