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The United Kingdom:
No calm in the face of chaos

• A further attack in London on June 3
saw the United Kingdom in mourning and
on alert. This was the third terrorist attack
in three months in the nation, and the
Islamic State claimed responsibility, as on
the other two occasions.

British Prime Minister Theresa May held
a press conference the following day in
which she made clear her position to
toughen the country’s security forces’
strategies, in order to prevent fur ther
tragedies of this type.

“We cannot and must not pretend that
things can continue as they are. Things
need to change,” May stated, announcing
an immediate review of the United King-
dom’s counter-terrorism strategy. •

Fight against the “evil ideology”
that inspires attacks.

Draft new regulations to tackle
extremism on the Internet.

Promote measures to put an
end to extremism in society.

Review of the anti-terrorist
strategy. 

MAY’S FOUR-POINT PLAN 

MARCH 22, WESTMINISTER, LONDON
A man rammed his vehicle into pedestrians along Westminster
Bridge before crashing into one of the fences surrounding the
British Parliament. On getting out of the car, he stabbed a poli-
ceman and, on heading toward the Parliament entrance, he was
shot down by several officers.

Dead: 5
Injured: 50
Khalid Masood, a 52 year old British man.

The Islamic State claimed he was one of its
soldiers.

TERRORIST ATTACKS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

MAY 22, MANCHESTER 
After a concert by U.S. singer Ariana Grande, there was an ex-
plosion in the area connecting the Manchester Arena with Victo-
ria train station. Among the victims were a large number of chil-
dren and young people, fans of the singer.

Dead: 22
Injured: 59
Attacker: Salman Abedi, 22 years old (he

died in the act). The Islamic State claimed
responsibility for the attack.

JUNE 3, LONDON BRIDGE
Initially a van intentionally ran down several pedestrians on 
London Bridge, before its occupants stabbed several people in
Borough Market.

Dead: 8
Injured: 48
Attackers: Khuram Shazad Butt, aged 27;

Rachid Redouane, aged 30; and Youssef
Zaghba, aged 22 (all three were shot dead
by police). The Islamic State claimed 
responsibility.

Manchester

London

Legalizes a large number of
surveillance programs.

Forces internet providers to
store their customers’ data for
one year.

Allows for British citizens’ 
phones to be hacked, even if
they are not in the country, 
without the need for a warrant.

In addition, the UK has:

Six million closed circuit te-
levision cameras (equal to one
camera for every 11 people).

The cameras are installed 
in businesses, streets, public 
buildings and the transport net-
work, supposedly to reduce
crime and ensure citizen safety.

THE CRIME OF TERRORISM

The Terrorism Act 2006 establishes the
offence of encouragement of terrorism,
which is understood as the glorification
of acts of terrorism and the incitement 
of others to emulate such acts. The Act
also establishes the offences of pre-
paration of terrorist acts, and giving or
receiving training for terrorism.

SECURITY 
INSTRUMENTS 

TERRORISM PREVENTION AND 
INVESTIGATION MEASURES (TPIM)
ACT

- Introduced in 2011 and strengthened
in 2015. 
- Applies restrictions on those sus-
pected of terrorism who have not
been charged with any offence, but
who are on the intelligence services’
“radar.”
- Allows for the individual to be put
under house arrest for up to two
years, or relocated up to 320 kilo-
meters from their residence.  

PLAN PREVENT:

- Strategy promoted after the attacks
of July 2005 in the British capital.
- Seeks to combat radicalization in
the country and prevent citizens
from supporting or engaging in 
terrorism. 
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Last year, the United Kingdom passed
the Investigatory Powers Act, which
among other measures:


