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The UN needs to be reformed,
but not unilaterally 
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Interview with Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla,
Cuban Minister of Foreign Affairs, by tele-
SUR journalist Jorge Gestoso, at United
Nations headquarters, September 19,
2017, Year 59 of the Revolution

(Council of State transcript / GI translation)

• FOREIGN Minister, Thank you for being
here with us. 
Thank you very much. 
Your reaction to the speech this morning
by Donald Trump?
It was an unprecedented speech, aggres-
sive, dominating, openly imperialist. I was
surprised by his manipulation of the 
issue of sovereignty for the United States,
vassalage for the rest; totally ignoring the
concept of sovereign equality that inspires
the United Nations.
His attack on Venezuela: brutal, unjustified,
arbitrary. He called for additional actions
against Venezuela. What is he referring to,
the armed option, something worse? So
then, I would like to condemn his remarks,
reiterate Cuba's absolute solidarity with
the Bolivarian, Chavista people, with their
civic-military union, with the government
headed by Constitutional President Nicolás
Maduro Moros.
His threat to destroy a country on the 
Korean peninsula is extremely serious. He
threatens to set the Korean Peninsula on
fire with a necessarily nuclear conflagra-
tion, which could endanger all of humanity.
A conflict which cannot, in any way, be

solved militarily.
The government of President Trump is a
government that lost the popular vote, that
has, moreover, a very low approval rate
among those who pay taxes in the country,
without the slightest moral authority to 
criticize Cuba, a small country, an island
of solidarity that has broad international

cooperation, a government of recognized
honesty and transparency, a dignified,
hard-working people, the site of Colombia's
peace process, a country known for its
stability. And it is done by the head of an
empire, responsible for the majority of
wars taking place today on the planet, and
which is a factor in the world's severe 

instability, and the very serious threats to
peace and international security.
I strongly reject the statements made by
President Trump. 
The possibility that relations with Cuba
may be broken is being heard, or that they
be significantly reduced. Your reaction?
Well, the President did not say that in his
speech. These are topics I will address
later; I will speak during the coming 
days in the general debate, and I can
briefly refer to issues on the international
agenda, including relations with the 
United States.
Lastly, your reaction to the horrible earth-
quake Mexico has just experienced, 7.0,
and dozens dead thus far… a tragedy!
After the recent earthquake, precisely on
the anniversary of the terrible quake that
destroyed Mexico City, I expressed our
heartfelt condolences to the Mexican gov-
ernment, the Mexican people, its delega-
tion here. Also to families of the victims,
those affected; and we are at Mexico's
disposal.
In the same way that we are mobilizing
our forces to contribute to islands in the
eastern Caribbean, in particular Dominica,
which has been devastated in a very 
ser-ious manner. We have 36 Cuban col-
laborators there and we are finding a way
to send more help.
Thank you very much, Minister. Thank
you very much for joining us.
Thanks to teleSUR. Thank you very
much. •
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• THE Swedish diplomat Dag
Hammarskjold said at one time,
"The United Nations was not
created to take humanity to para-
dise but rather to save it from
hell."

Erected on the rubble of WWII,
the principal goal of the UN was
to avoid another conflagration
that would endanger the survival
of the human race. Nevertheless,
more than seven decades later,
there are many, varied challenges
to be faced by the international
organization, where almost all of
the planet's nations sit down
together to dialogue.

The current world situation is
very different from the postwar
era, when a handful of nations
pulled the strings. The former
colonies are now emerging in-
dependent nations, which com-
pete in terms of development and
resources with those who were
once their colonial masters.

Change in the United Nations is

imperative to improve effective-
ness, eliminate archaic struc-
tures, and adapt to a multi-polar
21st century. But efforts by some
nations to divert the desire for
change, to use it in their own
interest, are troubling.

Before giving his first speech 
to the General Assembly, U.S.
President Donald Trump held an
event in New York on reforming
the UN.

He invited other countries to 
add their voices to a ten-point
"Political Declaration," written by
Washington, which he hopes will
become a road map for the UN.

It is noteworthy that a document
with global aspirations was not
freely and openly debated by the
UN's 193 member states, nor were
they consulted about the kinds of
changes they would like to see.

In the high level debate, like 
that beginning at this time, it 
is common to hear calls to
strengthen the role of the General
Assembly, the only body in which
all countries are represented.

Also heard repeatedly is crit-
icism of the lack of democracy 
in the Security Council, which 
has binding powers, although a
small group of countries are
granted special prerogatives,
including the ability to veto any
decision.

The U.S. text, on the contrary,
calls for strengthening inter-
ference in the sovereignty of
states in regards to human-
itarian issues, development, and
peace, instead of correcting 
the distortions which have 
been criticized in the General
Assembly.

Cuba did not endorse the
declaration, and neither did a
significant group of countries
including Russia and China,
permanent members of the
Security Council. 

Beyond the authority the United
States presumes to exercise,
many fear that the Trump admin-
istration is more concerned 
about its wallet than the future 
of the organization, which Trump

described, as a candidate in
2016, as "a club for people to get
together, talk, and have a good
time."

Trump complained again on
September 18 that the U.S. con-
tributes too much money to the
organization, saying that no
member country should be ex-
pected to shoulder a dispro-
portionate share of the respon-
sibility, "militarily or financially." 

The United States, with the
world's largest economy, funds

22% of the UN's biennial budget
of 5.4 billion dollars for peace-
keeping efforts.

Almost no one doubts that, at 
72 years of age, the United
Nations needs a profound
transformation, but what is to 
be changed, and how, is a
question that can only be
answered by member states in
consensus, not imposed by the
powerful few. On the contrary, 
the paradise they promise could
be hell. •
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US President Donald Trump attempts to impose US imperialist interests on the
United Nations.
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