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• WITH the aim of generating
more support for an end to the
economic, financial and com-
mercial blockade imposed by the
United States on Cuba for over
half a century; days of action
entitled, Tenemos Memoria.
Solidaridad vs Bloqueo (We
Remember. Solidarity vs the
Blockade) are taking place in
various countries around the
world through early November,
when the Cuban resolution
against the aggressive policy 
will once again be put to a 
United Nations General As-
sembly vote. 

Speaking to Granma Inter-
national, Elio Gámez Neyra,
first vice president of the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the
Peoples (ICAP), explained that
actions kicked-off with a soli-
darity act commemorating the
20th anniversary of the murder
of young Italian Fabio Di Celmo,
who died after a bomb placed 
by Salvadoran mercenary Raúl
Ernesto Cruz León, exploded in

Havana’s Copacabana Hotel; an
act of terrorism financed by
counter-revolutionary groups of
Cuban-origin based in southern
Florida. 

He also noted that the cere-
mony served to remember and
pay tribute to all victims of ter-
rorism throughout the history of
the Cuban Revolution. 

According to the ICAP official,
organizers of the international
campaign are putting together
cultural events, rallies, marches,
and protests outside United
States embassies and diplo-
matic establishments in various
countries.

He went on to note that in
addition to tributes, participants
will call on parliamentarians and
government officials to present
motions and documents con-
demning the blockade and acts
of terrorism against the Carib-
bean island.

All of these activities are being
organized by the world Cuba
solidarity movement, present in
152 countries, and committed to
condemning global terrorism. 

“Many events, ranging from
lobbying in the U.S. Congress, 
to a march and solidarity act
outside the White House, took
place from September 11-16 in
Washington,” noted Gámez
Neyra.

Also held were talks and panel
discussions on the damage
caused by the U.S. blockade,
despite the reestablishment of
diplomatic relations.

The 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Heroic Guerilla
Ernesto Che Guevara in Bolivia
is also being commemorated
during these days of action.  

Likewise, friends of Cuba in
Spain announced a special
series of events that will take
place October 2-9, while the Che
Presente, Cuba Solidarity En-
counter and 25th anniversary 
of the Socialist Cuba Initiative
Friendship Association are set to
be held in Belgium. 

In Cuba meanwhile, mass and
political organizations are joining
the campaign with various act-
ivities taking place in work and
educational centers, including

acts, marches, and cultural
events, during which participants
will call on the international com-
munity to condemn the imperia-
list anti-Cuban policy. 

The ICAP official went on to
note that various dates are being
commemorated on the island in
September and October, such as
the coup d'état in Chile on
September 11, 1973; the anniver-
sary of the unjust imprisonment
of the Cuban Five in the United
States; the 1976 murder of
politician and Chilean Ambas-
sador, Orlando Letelier in the
United States; the bombing of a
Cubana de Aviación plane over
Barbados  in October that same
year; and the assassination 
of Argentine-Cuban guerilla
Ernesto Che Guevara, October
8, 1967, in Bolivia. 

Meanwhile, Gámez Neyra
explained that Committees for
the Defense of the Revolution,
will hold neighborhood meetings
to denounce the effects of the
economic blockade on the is-
land; a policy which has been
almost unanimously condemned

by the international community
in the United Nations General
Assembly. 

The event will also serve to de-
nounce aggression by the U.S.
and regional oligarchs against
revolutionary and progressive
governments of Latin America
and the Caribbean, as well 
as Parliamentary coup plotters,
backed by Washington, who
threaten the political stability 
and sovereignty of the peoples.•

• THE 50 years of solidarity and
commitment demonstrated by the Inter-
faith Community Organization (IFCO)-
Pastors for Peace was highlighted in a
commemorative event at the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the Peoples
(ICAP) headquarters in Havana.

The legacy of its founder, Reverend
Lucius Walker, was honored, seven years
after his death, for his commitment to
fighting for a change in social relations
around the world, to resist the hegemonic
power of the United States.

During the event, his daughter Gail
Walker, now executive director of Pastors
for Peace, recalled her fathers efforts to
attract attention to struggles against
injustice, and support the revolutionary
processes in Nicaragua and Cuba.

Calling Lucius a teacher, pastor, and
community organizer, she stated that he
was a much-loved son of Fidel Castro; 
he had the idea of supporting youth 
who didn't have the resources to study
medicine in U.S. universities, and bring-
ing them to Cuba to be trained as doctors,
with the only requirement that, after
graduating, they commit to return to pro-
vide services in underserved neighbor-
hoods.

She said she was proud to see so many
people honor her father in different parts of
the world.

Reverend Walker was born August 3,
1930, in New Jersey, and in May of 1964
sponsored the National Committee to
Abolish the House Un-American Activities
Committee, and in 1967 created IFCO. 
He held the position of adjunct secretary

general of the National Council of
Churches 1973-1978, and in 1984 became
pastor of the Salvation Baptist Church.

During a stay in Sandinista Nicaragua, 
he was wounded in an attack by the U.S.
backed contras, and conceived the Pastors
for Peace project, which beginning in 
1992, organized 21 Friendship Caravans 
to transport donations to the Cuban people

and challenge the blockade. (There have
now been 28.) He died September 8, 2010.

Decorated Hero of the Republic Fer-
nando González Llort, ICAP president,
referred to the effort made by Lucius to
build greater support within churches 
for progressive organizations fighting for
social justice, principally in disadvantaged,
Black and Latino communities.

"His leadership helped to strengthen
initiatives of an international character,
such as support for Haitian refugees,
delegations and caravans to Central
America." The work to gather donations 
for Cuba served as a way to disseminate
the country's reality among the U.S.
population, and build a movement to
advocate for an end to hostile U.S.
policies," González noted.

He recalled the significance of the
second caravan to Cuba, which chal-
lenged U.S. authorities crossing the bor-
der into Mexico at Laredo, Texas, after
touring 90 cities, and collecting 12.5 tons
of medicine, powdered milk, bicycles,
school supplies and Bibles.

A bus was confiscated there, in an
attempt to detain the caravan, leading to a
hunger strike until the cargo was allowed
to proceed.

"They never imagined that this vehicle
would become a symbol of the struggle
against the blockade and a genuine
expression of friendship between our
peoples," González affirmed.

He commented that IFCO partici-
pated actively in the struggle to return 
the child Elián González to his father in
Cuba, and joined the worldwide cam-
paign to free the Cuban Five, unjustly
imprisoned in the United States. He con-
cluded his remarks expressing gratitude 
to the organization and calling for more
participants to join caravans, saying,
"Cuba needs the solidarity of those 
who stand up united to support our
sovereignty. • 
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Elio Gámez Neyra, ICAP first vice
president, noted that the days of action
will include protests and marches
outside U.S. embassies and diplomatic
establishments in various countries.  

Pastors for Peace and its founder 
Lucius Walker honored

ORLANDO PERERA

ICAP President Fernando González Llort recognized the solidarity of IFCO-Pastors for Peace, founded
by Lucius Walker.
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